Notes of Voluntary & Community Sector Focus Group meeting

9th June 2011
Welcome to organisations represented  for the first time

Albert Barnes, UK Resettlement



Matters arising from previous notes
The last meeting was our Bigger Society Conversation, co-hosted by MBC.  Notes were produced by MBC and are available on request from Natalie at VAM or from our website.
Announcements

Sue TO congratulated Charlotte, VAM’s Volunteer Centre manager, on her appointment to the role of CEO.  Charlotte starts her new job on 1st August.
The VAM shop in The Mall was proving very popular – 45 VCOs had signed up to have a presence.  Shop opened to the public on Monday 6th June.
VAM’s conference will be on 14th October, focusing on volunteering, so save the date!

VAM is hosting an award-winning NAVCA workshop on Empowering the Voluntary Sector, looking particularly at Compact-compliance.  This will be on 10th November.  Contact Natalie to express your interest.

Localism Bill: Localism, what’s in it for you? – Angela Woodhouse, MBC
The Localism agenda goes hand-in-hand with the Big Society, which it is designed to facilitate.  It includes opening up the delivery of services, consulting on services and being more open with statutory data.  The Localism Bill is due to become law in early 2012.
It includes a relaxation of planning controls – some see the Localism Bill as a planning reform bill.  However, any planning in Maidstone must concord with MBC’s Local Development Plan.

Localism focuses very much on “the community”, but does not provide a definition of who “the community” is.  It also begs the question – what is local?  To KCC, local would mean Maidstone borough, but to MBC, local would mean a specific ward e.g. Parkwood.

MBC has £100,000 for Localism, which will be available through Locality Boards – details tbc.  
CAB’s Legal Aid Service – Ian Park
Maidstone’s CAB provides universal advice, specialist legal help, advice on debt relief orders, benefits advice.  Areas of focus are debt, benefits, housing, employment law, DLA applications.  
Specialist legal advice covers queries on IS, JSA, ESA, Pension Credit and is available to those in social housing/on low income.

Have funding from EDF to offer money advice to EDF customers.  CAB also has access to the services of the Free Representation Unit, which offers free legal representation to those who cannot afford to pay, but do not qualify for Legal Aid.  

There was great interest from those present in learning more about CAB services.  An agreement was made that VAM would host a CAB workshop in September.  Details to follow.  

Information exchange

Annette Hinton, Maidstone Mediation – offers a workplace mediation service.
Albert Barnes, UK Resettlement – new VCO working with vulnerable young people, particularly those leaving gangs and ex-offenders.  Looking at the possibility of converting an old pub in Maidstone town centre into accommodation for clients.  Working with local businesses to realise this.

Carole Chapman, Hyde Housing – employs a careers & guidance officer who may be available to work in partnership with other members.

Ken Crawford, Kenward Trust – holding a Family Fun Day on Saturday September 3rd.  Narcotics Anonymous are holding a health & Information Convention at Kenward’s Yalding premises on 17th September.

Chris Smith, Maidstone & Malling Carers’ Project – Carers’ Week starts 13th June, MMCP will have presence in VAM shop all week.  Next Carers’ Forum at Grangemoor Hotel will be looking at legal/financial issues such as power of attorney, with advice from a solicitor.  On 18th June, MMCP are taking carers on a day trip to Walmer – the trip has been organised by East Kent Carers.
Richard Swainston, MCSC – currently two offices available for £1200 p.a.  Two new meeting rooms have been added, now totalling eight – available to hire from £5 p.h.
Date of next meeting
This will be on Friday 23rd September 8.30 - 10.30am at MCSC.
