Maidstone Carers Forum
Summary of notes from 14 October 2009

Topic: Big Care Debate – Consultation on proposals for the future of Social Care

Attended by 38 carers and 6 interested others

Following the launch of the Government Green Paper looking at proposals regarding the future of social care, many groups around the country had met to discuss the proposals and submit their views.

Local prospective MPs for the area had been invited to join carers at the Forum which had been devoted to this issue. Labour or Lib Dem candidates had not replied to the invite but Stewart Jeffery from the Green Party had accepted and joined the Forum discussions. Helen Grant, [Conservative] had sent her apologies a few days before the forum and had offered to visit Maidstone Carers Project at a later date.

A presentation was given outlining the key proposals which covered what a future ‘National Care Service’ might be like and how it could be funded. There is not enough space to adequately cover the proposals here, so only a very brief overview of the key messages carers made will be covered. [Anyone interested in reading the full report and our response to the Government can see it on our website, or can contact us to request a paper copy] 
Carers had 5 general areas of concern about the proposals

1. The Green Paper had focused on the needs of older people and also had looked only to older people as the solution to fund the system 

2. There was very little mention of carers and their needs

3. People were being asked to choose their preferred way of funding the new system but no information had been released about the financial modeling behind the proposals [including for a universal taxation/national insurance scheme which had been ruled out as being an unfair burden to younger people by the Government]
4. The Green Paper referred to the provision of basic services and these were not defined. Carers were worried that this would mean only basic personal care would be covered.

5. The proposal to remove Attendance Allowance payment from older people and instead put the money into a ‘social care pot’ was unfair and socially divisive. The benefit helped pay for the additional costs of disability and helped many to retain a degree of independence. [People under 65 would retain Disability Living Allowance]

On a positive note the proposal for a National Care Service was welcomed and thought to be long overdue. The public understand and support the National Health Service but most people are ignorant about social care. A national status if combined with a programme of public awareness would result in wider recognition for the service as being of value to everyone.

Out of 44 people attending our ‘Big Care Debate’ everyone agreed that the fairest and simplest way funding option to both understand and implement was by general taxation/insurance.
Next Forum:  Wednesday 10 March 2010

Topic: Better NHS Support for Carers

Venue: Grange Moor Hotel St Michael’s Road 10am – 12.30pm

[Christine – caption to go with Helen Grant photo]

Helen Grant, Conservative candidate for Maidstone and Weald at the next general election meeting some of the team when she visited Maidstone Carers Project to hear about carers views and issues recently.
